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5 November 2023

Hon. Dr. Saia Ma’u Piukala, Director
WHO Western Pacific Region
Ground Floor, 3 Lazaro Compound
C.S. Gatmaitan Avenue, Santa Cruz
Manila 1003 Philippines

Hon. Dr. Piukala,

On behalf of all current users of safer nicotine products in the Western Pacific Region (and
beyond) we submit to you the enclosed Western Pacific Declaration.

As relevant stakeholders, and arguably the most important stakeholders, we believe that there is
opportunity in the legitimate process for our contributions to be included in the process of
regulation of safer nicotine products.

The FCTC treaty includes a mandate to pursue Harm Reduction as a core tobacco control policy
(Article 1(d)) but we do not believe that the COP process has to date allowed for the full
realisation of the benefits of harm reduction. Nor has the current process allowed for full and
meaningful engagement and involvement of the main policy stakeholders - the adult consumer
community - who utilise these harm-reduced products to switch away from the deadly forms of
tobacco such as combustibles and unsafe oral nicotine products.

Furthermore, our regional position should be informed by our regional experience - relevant data
on consumer use and behaviour. Decisions about the issue of Tobacco Harm Reduction should not
be made in a vacuum but with the benefit of real-life, relevant country experience and data,
such as can be provided by an actual adult consumer of safer nicotine products.

As adult consumers, we have the right to make choices that help us avoid adverse health
outcomes and the right to the information to help us make those choices. People who smoke have
the right not only to access less harmful nicotine products as alternatives to smoking, but to
contribute to the policy making process that directly impacts their right to health and wellbeing.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to explain our issues and concerns further.
We thank you in advance for your consideration and cooperation.

Sincerely,

%}/w&géofﬂ O

Nancy E Loucas, Executive Coordinator
Coalition of Asia Pacific Tobacco Harm Reduction Advocates

www.caphraorg.net
Email; nancy@caphraorg.net
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One billion consumers of safer nicotine products ought to be the principal beneficiaries
of enlightened, science-based regulatory frameworks allowing us access to the
life-saving technologies of these products.

We deserve to be properly and effectively represented to and by the delegates of our
respective countries, with our interests first and foremost in any policy discussion
around our use of nicotine. We deserve to take our rightful place at the table during
policy discussions and be treated with respect and consideration.

We call on all delegates in the Western Pacific Region (WPRO) to the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control, as representatives of their respective countries allow
adult citizens to have access to safer alternatives to combustible and unsafe oral
nicotine through risk proportionate regulation of safer nicotine products, including
E-cigarettes, Heat Not Burn Tobacco and snus.

WE, here at AHRF 2023, demand for COMPLETE TRANSPARENCY of the process
and proceedings for CoP10 (Conference of the Parties) meetings and the process of
vetting representatives therein. The demand is rooted in the principles of openness,
accountability, and fairness. Addressing crucial issues, such as those discussed at CoP
meetings, the public and all stakeholders should have access to clear and unambiguous
information about how decisions are made and actions are taken.

We urge the delegates to make sure that:

e Consumers, researchers, and the media to be actively engaged and represented
at EVERY LEVEL within the process, extending to the highest level of delegation
membership. This call for inclusivity ensures a well-rounded and transparent
approach, where diverse perspectives, research insights, and media scrutiny
contribute to more comprehensive and fair decision-making. By including these
stakeholders at every level, we can strive for a process that is not only
accountable but also better equipped to address the multifaceted challenges we
face at AHRF 2023.

e Financial transparency regarding the FUNDING of the WHO FCTC (World Health
Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco Control) reflects a fundamental
commitment to accountability, ethical governance, and the responsible use of
resources. It underscores the importance of clarity and openness in how financial
resources are managed and allocated in an organization as critical as the WHO
FCTC.

e WHO FOLLOWS THEIR MANDATE, specifically in relation to the definition of
'tobacco control' within the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC),
is founded on a deep commitment to safeguarding public health and advancing
evidence-based strategies to combat the global tobacco epidemic. By doing so,
we prioritize the health and well-being of populations worldwide and remain
committed to evidence-based, comprehensive, and equitable strategies to
combat this significant public health challenge.
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e WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) must center on the
principles of evidence-based decision-making, transparency, and scientific rigor
in its actions and policy formulation. It must adhere to the practice of openly and
comprehensively considering and sharing all relevant published and
peer-reviewed scientific studies, without bias regarding their source.

e INFORMATION must be grounded in the principles of accuracy, objectivity, and
the pursuit of sound scientific knowledge within the World Health Organization
(WHO). The WHO must cease the dissemination of disinformation, biased
opinions, and rhetoric that is antagonistic to Tobacco Harm Reduction (THR), and
instead, steadfastly follows established scientific evidence. By adhering to these
principles and ceasing the dissemination of disinformation and biased opinions,
the organization can enhance its effectiveness in promoting global public health

and addressing the complex challenges associated with tobacco use and harm
reduction.

Signed this 19" of October 2023 - Manila, Philipgines
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Online Signatories

Name

Kristina Gurowski
Washington Miraballes
Jorge palma

Miguel garcia

Tomas O’Gorman
Juan José Cirion Lee
Aylen Van Isseldyk
Gabriela S Grassi

Miguel Augusto Okumura Magnere

Ignacio Leiva Benitez
Juan Facundo Teme
Daniel Bustos

Ivan Garay

Laura Fernanda Vargas Penna
Luis Felipe Gamboa
Francisco E Urresta
Marco Antonio Téllez
Addy Tuney

Marion Burt

Tammy

Paul Smith

Nick Alevras

Tom Morawetz
Theresa Patterson
Michael Redfearn

M Jones

Tom Morawetz
Carmela Ansale
Mikhail Licop

Damian Sweeney
Mark mcgiven

Cheryl Hather
Michelle Elliot

Angeles Muntadas-Prim
Nathaniel C Anasco
Jackie Awrey

Arman Matias

Francis Pollox Agaloos

Email
kgur9119@gmail.com

washingtonmiraballes@gmail.com

jpalma1988@gmail.com
miguel_garciac@hotmail.com

tomas.ogorman@provapeo.org.mx

jcirion@gmail.com
vanisseldykaylen@gmail.com
gsgrassi@gmail.com
aoshiz@gmail.com
ignacioleiva@gmail.com
juanfacundoteme@gmail.com
daniel.bustos75@gmail.com
kalavera.vpe@gmail.com
lala.vapes2020@gmail.com
luisfelipe@gamboamx.com
fren9123@hotmail.com
marco.tellez@allvape.mx
tuney219@gmail.com
marionburt@bell.net
rondelyn.makalintal@gmail.com
exaturbo@gmail.com
nalevras77@gmail.com
tommorawetz@xtra.co.nz
theresa.pttrsn@gmail.com
michaelwredfearn@gmail.com
fluffychick75@yahoo.co.uk
alitom1@xtra.co.nz

carmela.adriano.ansale@gmail.com

mikki_licop@yahoo.com
damians76@live.ie
mark_@me.com
Pricklylegs2@gmail.com
trucajun@hotmail.com
ampl66@gmail.com
nathaniel.anasco@gmail.com
jackie.awrey12@gmail.com
adm0521@yahoo.com
fpgae23202@gmail.com
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Julius Palmero

Radtha Tristram B. Agaloos

Avery Von Torrano
Avery Von Torrano
Aaron Kyle Carreon
wes santos

Jake Anderson

Kint Llevares

lan Amos

Steve Dohmen

Kurt Yeo

Richard Pruen
FRANCISCO ORDONEZ
Professor Marewa Glover
Rawg Slinkard
Tom Morawetz

Kim Murray

Paul Blamire

marc seidler

Asa Saligupta
Kulthida Walsh
Nazel Ann Fetalino
Asanda Gcoyi

Dr Hugo Tan

juliusldp@gmail.com
rtbae13202@gmail.com
averytorrano@gmail.com
averytorrano@gmail.com
carry.on.aaron@gmail.com
bbtalong@gmail.com
bbtalong@gmail.com
kintllevares@gmail.com
ian.amos@tpg.com.au
steve_dohmen@hotmail.com
kurt@vsml.co.za
richard@pruen.co.uk
franciscokramber@gmail.com
marewaglover@xtra.co.nz
rawgster@gmail.com
tommorawetz@xtra.co.nz
mnsmokefree@gmail.com
paul@2501labs.com
pihabeachbum@yahoo.com
vaperace1@gmail.com
giftwalsh@outlook.com
nazelann9@gmail.com
asanda@vpasa.org.za
teikwooitan@hotmail.com
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